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Weinb&rg advocates : "one of the major opportunities
for enhancing the effectiveness of our national scientific
and technical effort and efficiency of Government managa-
ment of R & D lies in the improvement of our ability to
communicate information about current research efforts
and results of past efforts. Strong science and technology
is a national necessary and adequate communication is a
pre-requisite for strong science and technology." 44 He also
advises the establishment of science information centres
and the utilisation of services of information scientists,

University Libraries in India

In ancient India, relevant traditions had been main-
tained in the field of education for the advancement of
knowledge by instituting libraries. Since Vedic times, edu-
cation and advancement of knowledge were considered as
source of light for self-enlightenment. It is stated in scrip-
tures, that there is no eye which is equivalent to educa-
tion. In ancient India, rulers maintained Viharas to impart
education to people. They also maintained full-fledged
libraries in those educational institutions. Nalanda, Taksha-
sila and Kanchipura were considered as World renowned
advanced educational centres, where libraries were main-
tained in separate monumental buildings. Those libraries
were said to have possessed valuable collection of docu-
ments on various subjects such as medicine, religion, phi-
losophy and ethics, etc. It is a clear proof of the importance?
attached to acquisition, recording and preservation of
knowledge. Nalanda University is said to have had huge
library known as Dharam Ganj consisting of three buildings
called Ratnasagara (Ocean of Gems), Ratnadadhi (Sea of
Gems) and Ratnaranjika (Collection of Gems). The libra-
ries in ancient universities were managed by the educatio-
nal committees of Viharas. Thus, it may be stated that the
importance of libraries along with educational institutions
was realised and maintained in universities from times
immemorial in India. The history of university libraries in
India is closely connected with the development of higher
education.